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Commons


This was written in the context of the research project"Creating Commons". And while the paper I'm commenting on is not particularly good, it's symptomatic for a lazy-left critique of the commons and thus warrants the comments.

Ossewaarde, Marinus und Wessel Reijers (2017): „The illusion of the digital commons: ‘False consciousness’ in online alternative economies“, Organization 24/5, S. 609–628. (paywalled)

From the abstract:

“Digital commons such as Wikipedia, open-source software, and hospitality exchanges are frequently seen as forms of resistance to capitalist modes of production and consumption, as elements of alternative economies. In this article, however, we argue that the digital commons cannot by themselves constitute genuine forms of resistance for they are vulnerable to what we call ‘the illusion of the digital commons’, which leads to a form of ‘false consciousness’.”

This is both an interesting and annoying article. It's interesting as it details how „sharing“ can be put into the service of profit-driven centralization. It's annoying because it uses a small number of cases to make sweeping claims that feel more than a little disingenuous.


For example, while Wikipedia and Open Source Software are mentioned in the first line of the abstract, they play no role in the subsequent analysis. That focuses entirely on three “hospitality exchanges”: Airbnb, Couchsurfing and BeWelcome.
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Herr Stalder, was bedeutet es, wenn wir immer mehr Entscheidungen an Algorithmen delegieren?


Entscheidungen sind nie singulär. Eigentlich sind es Prozesse, eine (Teil-)Entscheidung führt zur nächsten. In diesen langen Entscheidungsketten können immer mehr, aber nie alle Schritte an Algorithmen delegiert werden, es sind immer auch Menschen involviert.
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[image: ] TECHNOPOLITICS sets up a CURATED KNOWLEDGE SPACE that offers a discursive framework for exploring the genesis and current configuration of the information society.

The main visual element of the TECHNOPOLITICS TIMELINE is a large-scale print that traces the evolution of our shared techno-cultural realities. The Timeline’s 500 entries draw attention to different events and genealogies from the fields of art, culture, media, politics, economy, technology, and social life that have been relevant for the shaping of the information society.

The project’s common objective is to investigate from a critical, explorative standpoint the heterogenic historical processes that are structured by techno-economic paradigms. A workshop and discussion program focuses on trans-disciplinary and trans-cultural conversations to connect these processes to the cultural forms of the respective historical moment and place.
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Der Vortrag an der Republica 17, hat zwar den selben Titel, die dieser hier, nähert sich jedoch der Frage, welche Algorithmen wir brauchen, auf andere Weise an.


Zusammenfassung in zwei Tweets :)
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Fantastic, wide-ranging and free flowing lecture on the Algorithmic Condition by  Mireille Hildebrandt. She covers issues such as
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[image: ] Der Jahrtausendwechsel erschien vielen Zeitgenossen, auch mir, als großes Nicht-Ereignis. Nicht nur das angekündigte Chaos der Computersysteme wegen des berüchtigten Millenium Bugs blieb weitgehend aus. Auch sonst war der 1.1. 2000 kaum vom 31.12. 1999 zu unterscheiden.
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[This was initially written for nettime, where many others joined in to complete the picture of a life well lived.] [Update, early March: We turned the many memories and remembrances into a small publication.]

Armin Medosch died yesterday, on the day two months after being diagnosed with cancer. I'm sure many people on nettime knew him very well. He was a true pioneer of the media arts and network culture scene in Europe. Indeed for much longer than even nettime exists.

I first learned of Armin not as a person, but a legend. In the early 1990s, he was one of a band of artists of an unqualifiable streak who roamed the Baltic sea on the Kunst-Raum-Schiff, MS Stubnitz. An 80m former freeze & transport vessel of the GDR high seas fishing fleet, they had re-purposed as a moving center for experimental electronic culture. He curated and organised exhibitions and symposia in Rostock, Hamburg, Malmö and St.Petersburg. The project was incredibly evocative, even for someone like me who had never seen the ship, because it fused many of the ideas that would come to define network culture, namely nomadism, a total disregard for established culture institutions, DIY and an exploration of the wild wastelands opened by the breakdown of the Soviet system, after 1989.
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Foto: jurvetson unter CC-BY 2.0.
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Ich war als Gast bei Kultur-Kompakt, Schweizer Radio DRS.  Nur am Radio gelten 16 Minuten als "kompakt", wunderbar!

Felix Stalder ist Professor für digitale Kultur an der Zürcher Hochschule der Künste. Er beschäftigt sich mit dem Wechselverhältnis von Gesellschaft, Kultur und Technologien. Als Gast im Studio redet er über Gefahren und Chancen der sozialen Medien - und warum er lieber Twitter als Facebook nutzt.
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Zurich University of the Arts
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Latent Spaces (current research project)
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Creating Commons (previous research project)

[image: ]

World Information Institute (Vienna)
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Technopolitics Working Group (Vienna)
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Local archive of my 12.2K tweets (Oct 6, 2010 -  Nov 7, 2022)
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