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[image: ]Written for Computational Culture (forthcoming, #9, preprint with permission)

Review of Joque, Justin. Revolutionary Mathematics: Artificial Intelligence,  Statistics and the Logic of Capitalism. London and New York: Verso, 2022.

Datafication has been the hallmark of modern governance, all the way back to the definition of statistics as “science of data about the state” in mid-18th century Prussia. Creating reductionist regularity, abstracting from the infinite complexity of local, embodied experience, enabled a new scale and complexity by which the state could organize the life of its subjects, in pursuit of variable political agendas. In the mid-19th century, the philosopher Auguste Comte (1798-1857) introduced a hierarchy of the sciences, with physics at the top for its mathematics-enabled generality, setting off mathematics envy in the social sciences (which he placed at the bottom of the ladder). This was most consequential in economics, but its reverberations are still felt in the recent creation of the “digital humanities”, quantifying the remaining, previously staunchly qualitative fields of knowledge. At the end of the 19th century, rapidly growing corporations, encountering their own need to extend the scale and complexity of governance practices, also turned to large-scale datafication (and automated data processing) to stave off the impending “control crisis” [1].
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[image: Screenshot of Michael Aschauer's Danube Panorama Project]
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Ein kurzer Kommentar für die Zeit (48/22), 11/27/2022

Bisher hatten die Europäer den großen (amerikanischen) Anbietern wenig mehr entgegenzusetzen als die nicht besonders erfolgreiche Strategie, sie im Nachhinein zu regulieren. Nun aber wächst schon seit Längerem die Unzufriedenheit der Nutzer. Die Plattformen wurden – auf der Suche nach immer neuen Einnahmequellen – in den letzten Jahren nicht nur mit Werbung überladen, sondern auch so umgebaut, dass die Datensammlung auf Kosten der Benutzerfreundlichkeit geht. Und besonders Twitter-Nutzer sind wegen der aktuellen Turbulenzen in Aufruhr und suchen nach einer Alternative. Das Besondere an der Situation: Eine solche Alternative gibt es tatsächlich. Sie stammt aus Europa und heißt Mastodon.

[image: Mastodon Eating Twitter (Stable Diffusion)]
Mastodon Eating Twitter (Stable Diffusion)
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I'm very proud to present:

[image: ]The seven essays in this book examine the desires and impulses that drive digital culture, focusing on the shift from commons to NFTs, from new forms of sharing to the expansion of private ownership and tradable commodities. They reveal just how much our culture has been transformed in the last 20 years, but also unearth surprising continuities between the commons and some of the truly experimental uses of blockchains.

Written by artists, researchers, curators and technologists from Europe, North America and East Asia, these essays bring much-needed first-hand experience and long-term perspective to the discussion.

You can order it from here. Also check out the conference From Commons to NFTs we held on Nov. 11, in Ljubliana to launch the book and discuss recent developments.
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I'm very proud to present a collaboration with Vladan Joler & Gordan Savicic. A map of the anthropogenic ecosystem assembled for the Northern Bald Ibis, with the goal of enabling wilderness in the Anthropocene. Check out the audio tours! Feedback welcome.
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This review was originally published at Digicult, 1.11.2022, also in Italian and Chinese.

[image: ]
 image source: petra.servus.at

Hagay Dreaming, the most ambitious and radical work presented during Ars Electronica 2022 wasn’t even part of the festival proper. Rather, it was hosted in parallel by Stadtwerkstadt, an independent cultural venue in Linz. This “techno-fantasia guided theater of revival” has been initiated and schemed by Shu Lea Cheang, and written and directed by Dondon Hounwn, an artist working in installation and performance art, and a practicing shaman from the Truku tribe, one of the 16 recognized indigenous tribes in Taiwan.
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[image: Escape Velocity Cover] After 70 years of acceleration, human civilisation has now reached escape velocity, enough energy to move the Earth system out of the steady-state of the Holocene, the relatively stable climate pattern in which human civilisation unfolded over the last 10,000 years, and into the uncharted, and as for now unchartable, territory that is the Anthropocene.

The notion of the “great acceleration” captures the fact that key socio-economic and Earth system indicators all share a common feature: they show a kink, a sharp upward movement from approximately 1950 onwards. These indicators point towards an unprecedented intensification and acceleration of human activity and self-destructive use of resources necessary to sustain this development under capitalism.

Which begs the question: what happened in the early 1950s to enable this process? There is certainly no single answer to this question, my intention is to focus on one cause that has been relatively overlooked in this debate: computing.
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This is my contribution to "Digital Unconscious – Nervous Systems and Uncanny Predictions!” Autonomedia 2021: Eds: Konrad | Becker, Felix Stalder You can get a nice printed copy directly from the publisher, Autonmedia.

[image: ]  
Source: xkcd.com

Driven by the need to manage large-scale, complex systems in real-time, the notion of rationality shifted during the cold war. Rationality was no longer seen as something that required the human mind, but rather as something that was requiring of large, technical systems (Erickson et al. 2013). While the enlightenment idea of rationality emphasized reflectivity (as in ‘know thyself’) and moral judgments (as in Kant’s categorical imperative), this new notion emphasized objectivity (in the form of numbers) and the strict adherence to predetermined rules (in the form of check-lists, chains of command, and computational algorithms).

The study of the self has long resisted this shift. Throughout the 20th century, psychology, with almost all its variants based on individual introspection, remained the predominant mode of learning about oneself (Zaretsky 2005). Within the domain of psychology, the exception, of course, was behaviorism, which was strictly based on external observation and disregarded all accounts of mental states. Its impact on the study of the self was rather limited, due to its primary use being focused on learning about others rather than oneself, as well as its methodological and political groundings having been quite controversial. Its main proponent, BF Skinner, was, as Noam Chomsky (1971) put it, “condemned as a proponent of totalitarian thinking and lauded for his advocacy of a tightly managed social environment”.
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[image: ] 
Emilio Vavarella THE GOOGLE TRILOGY | Report a Problem. 2012

“From Commons to NFTs” is an (expanded) writing series initiated by Shu Lea Cheang, Felix Stalder & Ewen Chardronnet. Cautioned by the speculative bubble (burst) of NFTs, the series brings back the notion of commons from around the turn of the millennium to reflect upon and intervene in the transformation of the collective imagination and its divergent futures. Every last day of the month during the next six months Makery will publish a new contribution of this “chain essays”. First text by Felix Stalder. Further contributions by Yukiko Shikata, Michelle Kasprzak, Jaromil (Dennis Rojo), Cornelia Sollfrank, Tzu Tung Le, and Jaya Klara Brekke
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“Digital Unconscious – Nervous Systems and Uncanny Predictions!” Autonomedia 2021: ISBN: 978-1-57027-387-2 193 Pages Eds: Konrad | Becker, Felix Stalder

In hyper-normal hybrids the boundaries between man and machine have dissolved. Inside their nervous systems lies a strange but fascinating theme: the digital unconscious. Which forces act through algorithmic processes? What secrets be found in the shadowy realm of technology, welded to human nervous systems? How can the complexity of these relationships be described and what forms of access can cultural approaches offer?
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Zurich University of the Arts
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Latent Spaces (current research project)
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Creating Commons (previous research project)
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World Information Institute (Vienna)

[image: ] 

Technopolitics Working Group (Vienna)
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Local archive of my 12.2K tweets (Oct 6, 2010 -  Nov 7, 2022)
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